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To the victor goes the spoils… and the 
history!



Our Coats Were Red (mostly)



1938

1951

Today

Revisionist History
George Washington Did Not Sleep Here



Urban Legends



Where We Started



Problems with 
Digitization

Metadata Isn’t History

Problems with 
Publishing

A Lot

1. Limited space –

number of 

pages/images

2. Limited resources for 

research

3. Publisher’s rules

4. The critics!

5. New information 

conflicts with 

published information



My Solution
Regina’s Brain



Public Programing
Don’t Know Much About Freeport History



Public Programing
Regina Reads the Phonebook

Interesting People, Places, and Businesses Found in the Historical 
Directories and Phonebooks of Freeport



Public Programing



Pomeroy Roadside Markers
Using Primary Documents

Virtual Walking Tour



Results –More Murals
With Accurate History!



Results
Freeport  - Positive Research & Scholarship of Others



Telling Your Community's Story
Takeaways

➔Get organized!

➔Partner with like minded organizations – library/historical society

➔ Identify the misinformation / urban legends

➔Get the right story out there – blogs/websites, markers, books

➔Make you history available and findable!

★ Most Important – This Takes Time


