Freeport’s Story

Filling in the South Shore’s Historical
Void and Bringing Visibility to a Gem of a
Community

Regina G. Feeney
Head of Reference /Archivist
Historian, Incorporated Village of Freeport
Rfeeney@freeportlibrary.info



To the victor goes the spoils... and the
history!
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Our Coats Were Red (mostly)

DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS

INTENDED TO ILLUSTRATE

THE

REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENTS

OF

QUEENS COUNTY:

wiTH

CONNECTING NARRATIVES, EXPLANATORY
NOTES, AND ADDITIONS.

BY

HENRY ONDERDONK, Ju.

e

352. Gaine, July 11,80, Last Tuesday morning his Ma-
jesty’s ship Galatea run ashore near Hog Island, the sloop
Revenue, privateer, of New London, W. Jugeger, commander,
fitted out by Joseph Woolridge, carrying 12 guns and 52 men.
The vessel bilged, the men jumped overboard and swam
ashore with their arms: on whicl 13 of the milita ul’lluxul‘stcud

South, viz:

I

Richard Green, Ezekiel Raynor, Isase¢ Smith,

John Mott, Reaben Pine, Joseph Smith,
Joseph Mott, Benjomin Palmer, Abe| Southard,
Juseph Rainer, W. R. Smith, [who was wounded,)
Elijah Rainer, Amos Shaw,

commanded by Ensign Elijah Wood, assembled, and after a
ekirmish of 6 hours, took 10 of the rebels prisoners, together
with their boat. Mr. Wood was then reinforced by 26* more
of the Hempstead South militia, when the remainder of the
rebels were secured, and on Thursday all brought to the Main
Guard in this eity.

Fng% by T.S Woodeod . 2

1845. '
Fast Che%\f




Revisionist History
George Washington Did Not Sleep Here

PASSED THIS WAY ON HIS 1790
JOURNEY THROUGH LONGC ISLAND

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 1999
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Urban Legends

'EDIA | |

rycopedia Search
Freeport, New York ) 23 languages
Anicle  Talk Read Edit View history Tools
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Coordinates: g 40°38'14'N 733513

For other locations with this name, see Freeport (disambiguation)

Freeport is a village in the town of Hempstead, in Nassau County, on the South

Shore of Long Island, in New York state, United States. The population was 43,713 at Erpeport, New York
the 2010 census, making it the second largest village in New York by population X | Village
Incorporated Village of Freeport

A settiement since the 1640s, it was once an oystering community and later a resort
popular with the New York City theater commu\ify.:ﬂ It is now primarily a bedroom
suburb but retains a modest commercial waterfront and some light industry.

History [es)

Pre-colonial settlement [es)

Before people of European ancestry came to the
area, the land was part of the temitory of the

Meroke Indians. I} Witten records of the Free}en \ﬁllag;e Hal, also known as the

M Municipal Buiding, was built in 1928 to replicate
comounly 9o back o the1640s.'-" The vilage Indepandence Hall in Phisdelghia, and was
now known as Freeport was part of an area called enlarged in 1973,

“the Great South Woods" during colonial fimes.”)
In the mid-17th century, the area was renamed
Raynor South, and ultimately Raynortown, after a
herdsman named Edward Raynor, who had
moved to the area from Hempstead in 1659,
cleared land, and built a cabin. 17!
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i Problems with Problems with |

! Digitization Publishing g
! Metadata Isn’t History A Lot l
| .
. |
: | 1. Limited space — :
l number of

pages/images

2. Limited resources for
research

3. Publisher’s rules

4. The critics!

5. New information
conflicts with
published information !




144 West Merick Road + Freeport, NY 11520 « Phone (516) 379-3274 + Fax: (516)-868-9741

Fresport MemrialLibary | LibGuides | Freeport History Encyclopedia | Home
Freeport History Encyclopedia: Home s Guid Search
Frespor History Encycloped ports past. This quide s perfect for anyone wantng o know more about our vilsge.
ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ-nﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ EEEEE
Welcome

Welcome to the Freeport History lia! This guide provides authoritative information about Fi ' :dible past. It includes the history of local institutions, parks and

buildings, as well as biographies of the men and women who have added to the development and culture of the Village of Freeport
Anumber of the entries had been contributed by Cynthia J. Krieg, the former Village of Freeport Historian and president of the Freeport Historical Society.
Entries have been proofed and edited by Denise Rushton, Trustee of the Freeport Historical Sociely.

The Freeport History Encyclopedia is a work in progress. Please check back often for new entries and updates.

Click here for additional information related to researching Freeport history.

If you can't find what you are looking for, try searching our digitized newspapers.

Quick Facts New Entries Librarian

ivist | Public Historian
Quick Facts about Freeport Woodcleft Inn
Freeport was settled in 1659.

Freeport was known as Raynortown and Raynor South until 1853 when the name. New Collection!
$FeeoporT; was chusen by popular, vole. Freeport High School Athletic Hall of

Freeport was incorporated in 1392. Fame

Today, Freeport is the second largest incorporated village in the State of New York.

Click here for a timeline of Fre
Woodcleft

Woodcleft (also known as Woodclefl Park) is a section of Freeport that was developed by John J. Randall. It extended from Merick Road on the north lo Woodcleft Canal on the south
In 1390, the section was opened up for building purposes. This property was originally comprised of the farms of S. 5. Carman, Elisha Raynor, Elbert Gox, D. W. Pine, and John

Local Historv Resources

Holloway, and was combined with the adjoining lands known as the Whaley and Southard sections |t was said that the streets in this section were laid out five feet wider than other
streets in Freeporl. By 1900, Randall had constructed 50 houses in this section. Samuel R. Smilh's home was identified as being localed in Woodcleft Park,

Later, Woodceft represented only the area of Freeport located around Front Street and west of the Woodcleft Canal. In 1914, this area was sometimes referred to as the “Venice of

Freeport™ This same moniker would be applied to Meister Beach decades later.

According lo a 1914 map, Woodcleft was ideniified as being part of an unincorporaled section of Freeport
Ciick here for images related o Woodcleft

See Also:

Meister Beach

Randall, John J

Woodcleft Avenue

Sources:
"Church Societies.” Brooklyn Times Union. May 19, 1894, 3. Accessed October 5, 2019. newspapers.com
E. Belcher Hyde. "Northwest Section.” 1914 Map.

Freeport Methodist Church. Freeport: Past and Present, With a Prospect of its Future. Freeport: NY, 1900

‘Woodcleft As Seen From Brooklyn.” Nassau County Review. May 29, 1914, 5. Accessed December 12, 2016. http:/nyshistoricnewspapers org/lcen/sn8s071433/1914-05-29/ed-1/seq-
51,

Researched by Regina G. Feeney, December 15, 2016.

Updated by Regina G. Feeney, Accessed Oclober 5, 2019.

Voodcsft Real East Brochure

Source: E. Beicher Hyde.

Wioodoleft
Source: Brooklyn Daily Eagle. September S, 1910, 36,

Wizodcleft Real Estate Poster

My Solution

Regina’s Brain

144 West Merrick Road + Freeport, NY 11520 + Phone (516)379-3274 » Fax: (516)-868-9741

Freeport Memorial Library | LibGuides | Local History Resources | Home

Local History Resources: Home

Book Catiog | Barsaf Freport e ——— e —
Directory Information (Business and Residential) Flood Maps Freeport History Encyclopedia Genealogy Collection / Genealogy Research
e ey T e e T el

Village Incorporation and Municipal History Timeline - Freeport Public Schools | War Memorials / Wartime Freeport ~
Yearbooks 1927-2005 | Early Descriptions of Freeport | Teacher Resources for Local History

Freeport Story About Me

The Freeport Story
by Cynthia J. Krieg, Village Historian (2002-2023)

Freeport, or as it was originally called Raynor South, later Raynortown, was founded in 1650s by Edward Raynor, after he came from
Hempstead village. These were the Great South Woods with beautiful streams, well supplied with fish, flowing to a bay that yieided
plenty of fish

In colonial days, Raynor South was known as a “free port” by seafarers. The legend is that boat captains landed their cargo to avoid the
fees charged for bringing goods into New York City or Sag Harbor. More likely, since there were no waterways large enough for big ships

to dock, smaller local boats used dock space that local baymen provided without having to pay a fee. In 1853 the residents voted to

Regina Feeney

Local Genealogies. m
people who built summer

The Freeport Memorial Library has the following family genealogies:
1in 1892 decided the Contact:

1. Comelius Family 516-370-3274
2 Samuel and Mary Dodd LIR$292D n
. Ella Adelia (Bedell) Hunt LIR929.2 H 3y filling the lovdands with
Kouwenhoven Family (LI R 974.721 B)

Raynor Family, LI R 9292 C

Raynor Family History LI R 929.2 M

Rock Smith Family LIR 9733 G

Mildred Tucker LIR 929.2 T (2 volumes)

Verily Family (1976 edition) LI R. 9292 B

Verity Family (2000 edition)

Mary Elizabeth Ryan and John Francis A. Steward LI R 974723 P

Wiliamson Family [Freeport Author] LI R 929.2 B

®om @ ;e

B2

13 Rasanen and Tanner Families [Genealogy Collection]

Online Genealogies

The Seaman Family in America Gaptain John Seaman

Online Genealogies

= The History of the Alison, O Allison Family in Europe and America

Thes source aiso mentions the Ellison Family on Long Isiand.

Local Newspapers

Ciick here for searchable historic newspapers

Local Gemeteries
History of Freeport's Cemeteries

For aimost three centuries, Long Isianders buried their dead in local church cemeteries, family plots, or community graveyards. From the early 18005 to 1922, the Village of Freeport had
atleast four burial grounds. The Powell Family Cemetery established in the 1330s was located on Grand Avenue near Babylon Turnpike. The 50 x 500 feet plot of land known as
Smith Family Cemetery was also established in the early 19" century on Merrick Road close to Guy Lombardo Avenue. The Benedict Poor House Cemetery located near Poor

House Road (now Bayview Avenue) was established in the early 1800s. The most well known burial ground, the Freeport Cemetery (somelimes referred fo as he Presbylerian
Cemelery) was established in the early to mid 1800s.

The demise of local cemeteries occurred after Greenfield Cemetery in Uniondale was established in 1870 and when the population of Freeport grew making land more valuable. Al
fraces of the Poor House cemelery disappeared in 1894. Afier the descendants of the Smith family sold the burial grounds for development to Henry Crandall in 1900, 20 graves were
moved to Greenfield Cemelery. The grandson of the founder of the Powell Gemetery had about 13 family plots moved fo Greenfield in 1900. By 1904, the condition of the Freeport
Cemelery had deteriorated to such a stafe that it was becoming a public nuisance. A year after the cemetery’s last internment in 1920, the land was condemned and owmnership
fransferred to the Freeport Schools so 2 new high school could be built. All bodies were removed and relocated. Most of the re-intermments occurred in Greenfield Cemetery.
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; Public Programing
! Don’t Know Much About Freeport History

LOU REED
Arr. by Lou Reed-David Bowie-
's‘:r‘i:k aM”Bnlu arrangements: Mick Ronson
Broduced by David Bowie and Mick Fonson

STEREO

Ltd., BMI
3:37

WALK ON THE WILD SIDE
(from the **Transformer'* album)
(Lou Reed)

R R A IR N hos

FREEPORTER

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE FREEPORT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
FREEPORT - NEW YORK

rew of
“THE SPIRIT
OF FREEPORT

Spisit: of Freqport”

Special 1950 Armistice Day Edition of the

WILLIAM CLINTON STORY POST, AMERICAN LEGION

HARPO MARX
ROWIAND BARBER




Public Programing

Regina Reads the Phonebook
Interesting People, Places, and Businesses Found in the Historical
Directories and Phonebooks of Freeport

HEMPSTEAD,

FREEPORT,
ROCKVILLE CENTRE,
GARDEN CITY,
MINEOLA,
LYNBROOK
AN

BALDWIN

DIRECTORY

1907 -1908

1906

PRICE, - -« $23.00.
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Freeport’s Waterfront:

Regina G. Feeney From a La nd|Ubber
Librarian/Archivist/Village Historian

Freeport Memorial Library

Regina G. Feeney
Librarian/Archivist

Freeport Memorial Library
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SERVE STUDENTS IN SOUTH
FREEPORT. THIS WAS AN
ARCHITECTURAL DUPLICATE OF

e e | Using Primary Documents

mREes  Pomeroy Roadside Markers

cal Markers of Freeport NY

FREEPORT RIVER

BY 1873 UNTIL CA. 19
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WATER AND POWER

WATER CO. FORMED IN 1894
FREEPORT POLICE POWER HOUSE BUILT IN 1897

JOHN DUNBAR APPOINTED AS BOTH MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
FIRST VILLACE OFFICER IN 1893,

° [ ]
il e N OWNED & OPERATED BY VILLAGE V t a | W a | kl n I O r
i 1 VOTED ON BY FREEPORTERS l I
FIRST LONC ISLAND POLICE FORCE ’ WILLIAM C. POMEROY FOUNDATION 2016 337 I r u
TO USE TRAINED CANINES 1962. . 3 ‘ :

WILLIAM C. POMEROY FOUNDATION 2024 1057




Results —More Murals
With Accurate History!
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Results
Freeport - Positive Research & Scholarship of Others

@PBS eliveTV @iShows QMyStation +/ MylList

Finding Your Roots

Varmus Grandparents
Clip: Season 6 Episode 7 | 57s] [
Dr. Harold E. Varmus expresses his gratitude to his grandparents for leaving Europe.
Aired 02/04/2020
MEN!IV Louis

From GATES )
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BOOK

BILL NOWLIN i . Smlthsonlan

Tom Yawkey i '

Patriarch of the Boston Red Sox st - 125 Visars of

STUDENT

on Long Island




Telling Your Community's Story
Takeaways

-> Get organized!

- Partner with like minded organizations — library/historical society
- |dentify the misinformation / urban legends

- Get the right story out there — blogs/websites, markers, books

- Make you history available and findable!

* Most Important — This Takes Time



